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President’s Message
And in the End
by Michael Mata
There was no winner...
This seems like the overwhelming statement
that was repeated every time I heard a
commentary or a news piece regarding the
Amber Guyger trial. This time for once they
got it right, there were absolutely no winners
in the end.
We have all witnessed in this trial an
unbelievable example of unethical prosecution
by the assistant district attorney leading the
state's side. Sometimes it seemed as if the
state was more dedicated to making sure the
jury hated Amber rather than seeking justice
for Botham Jean and his family. I was personally
torn by this case. I do believe that penance
needed to be paid for taking an innocent life.
Jean was a good man who lead a good life and
was well on his way to making an amazing
impact on our city and his generation. The loss
of his life is a tragedy.
In saying that, there is a second side of this
tragedy and that is the accident and mistake
Guyger made. Buried inside the tragedy of
Jean’s loss of life was the loss of Amber and
her future. I think anyone who watched the
trial cannot say it was not an accident and
that Amber did not believe she was truly at
her apartment. Many may be able to question
how the mistake was made or if they could
have made it, but I don't think they can
reasonably say she didn't believe she was at
her apartment. And that, unfortunately, will
be argued for many years to come.
As officers in this department, we are all going
to have to pay a sort of shared penance and
responsibility in what happened and earn back
the confidence of the community. The problem
here is that we are now trying to earn back
the trust that we never should have lost. What
I mean by that is that the city leadership and
the department leadership gave a voice and
value to individuals who were not here to bring
about justice, they were here to bring chaos.
The Lee Merritt's and Dominque Alexanders’
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of the world see value in chaos and do it by
changing the narrative to fit their agenda.
Make no mistake, their agenda is about money
and self-promotion.
Let me take you back a bit...
The Sunday after the shooting I received a
phone call early in the morning from Brandt
Jean. He asked if I was Mike Mata president of
the police union. I responded with a yes and he
introduced himself, which to be honest stopped
my breath a bit. I thought about questioning
him thinking it was a hoax, but I paused and
gave the conversation some faith and I'm
glad I did. He began to talk, and it was quite
clear that he was indeed Botham's brother. He
stated that the rest of his family would be in
later that day and asked if I would be willing to
meet. I responded with, "yes... please can I."
I stressed to him how sorry I was for the death
of his brother and told him I would be forever
grateful to have the opportunity to say that
to him and his mother in person. We talked a
bit more and his love for Christ was obvious.
It was clear to see that his family just wanted
answers and I responded that they deserved
answers. I waited for the next phone call to
meet them.
Later that night I saw the first public statement
from the mother and family. I heard a mother
in great pain, but I also saw a woman of
strong religious faith who was needing reasons
for the loss of her son. She was paining for
someone to explain to her the unexplainable.
And as I waited and waited that phone call to
meet never came. I believe it never happened
because of a person named Lee Merritt who
quickly got inside this wonderful woman's ear
and turned the pain in Botham's mom's heart
to anger and hate.
So, the meeting never happened. And it will
be one of my greatest regrets in life. I wanted
to look Jean's mother in her eyes and tell her
how sorry I was and that every member of the
department was as well. I wanted to assure her
that she would get the answers she wanted. I
wanted to thank her for giving the world and
this city such a good man. I wanted her to
see that we were hurting too. I wanted her to

know that an evil person did not take her child
and there was great remorse in Amber's heart,
however, because chaos was introduced into
this tragedy by self -promoting people it would
only get worse.
As time moved forward the narrative changed
many times over to maintain that chaos.
We had those on both the city and police
administration side who would flip flop from
day to day to maintain publicly whether it was
on duty or off duty. We had the case taken from
DPD SIU and it was handed to the Texas Rangers
on the idea of "transparency", but we all knew
better. During this time, we let the idea of
flawed investigators and the questionable
integrity within the SIU unit flourish because
of false information and the inability to stand
up to social media and mainstream detractors.
People in power ruined officers' careers and
reputations with ease and without regard
for simple political gain, but moreover what
was really displayed was a complete lack of
leadership and courage. We saw a case move
fast, and conveniently on the first anniversary
of Jean's death we were already picking a
jury and going to trial. I know all reading this
who have worn a badge knows that this was
unprecedented and politically motivated once
again.
Just for perspective, the murders of both
Jamie Givens and Rogelio Santander, and the
shooting of officer Crystal Almeida has yet to
be given a setting. So, when we heard that the
speed of the trial was "about seeking justice
for the family" I asked, "what about our police
family?" What about Santander's and Given's
families? What about closure for Crystal who
has yet to see the man responsible for her

injuries and the death of her partner and friend
prosecuted? When will we see that?
In the end, Jean's family got the accountability
of a murder conviction, and we have Amber's
family who will hug their daughter again one
day. We have the justice system that was saved
by a 12-member jury who was able to disregard
nonsense from the prosecution side and look at
the facts to come to a just decision. Most of all,
we have a city that was in my opinion saved by
a man who called me on a Sunday morning. A
man who through his soft tone and measured
words displayed grace and compassion. To be
honest he showed compassion that I'm not sure
that I would have been capable of. He put
aside the chaos driven by hate and showed us
all what is best in humanity. He showed us that
many can have faith in a higher being, but very
few can display his love for a sinner. Brandt
Jean showed forgiveness to the person who
killed his brother, love for her soul, embraced
her, and gave her some peace of heart.
I want those who are reading this to pray for
the families of all parties involved to whoever
you believe in as a higher being and ask them
to watch over us all. We all will have to work
to get back what community faith we have lost
by our actions and we will try twice as hard
to get back what was stolen from us by fake
activists who came in to chase fame and the
almighty dollar. We are fortunate that those
people were the losers in this.
As we go into the holiday season, we enter our
most historically dangerous time of the year
for violence towards police officers. We lose
more officers from November through January
than any other time of year. Please watch
over each other. Stop and have a conversation
with a coworker. Ask them about their families
and their kids. If you can recognize that they
are struggling inside, either help them or find
someone who can you help them. Let's make
this year end as a good year, with no more
deaths and no more moments when we ask
ourselves how this could happen to our friend
and how we didn't see it coming?
Be your brother's keeper.
Take care and always be ready,
Michael Mata
President
Dallas Police Association
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October
Kristen Greene
Senior Corporal Kristin Green quickly gained a reputation as a very hard working rookie that
wanted to take a proactive approach and learn above the basics. She is currently assigned to
the legal unit where she has been persistent In solving problems to help resuscitate cases that
were in jeopardy of being dropped. She has carefully created a training manual to help ensure
officers can upload evidence needed for cases. This training schedule will be created for patrol
for Kristen to personally teach. We thank you for all your hard work in making case filing an
easier process. Congratulations on being named Octobers cop cop!

Congratulations!!
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LYON, GORSKY & GILBERT, L.L.P.
A Partnership including a Professional Corporation

Bob Gorsky has been representing law enforcement officers for over
40 years. Firm attorneys have over 100 years of collective experience
representing law enforcement officers and their families.
In addition to our representation of law enforcement officers
on all types of employment cases, we also represent law enforcement
officers and their families in the following legal matters.
•Automobile Accidents
•Wrongful Death
•Criminal Defense
•Family Law

•Trucking Accidents
•Defective Products
•Wills
•Business Transactions

Contact: Bob Gorsky
214-965-0090 | Toll free 888-711-2583 | Emergency pager 214-786-4852
www.LyonGorsky.com

| www.LyonGorskyWills.com

CBS Tower, 12001 N. Central Expressway, Suite 650, Dallas, TX 75243
Lyon, Gorsky & Gilbert L.L.P. has been named by U.S. News & World Report in its list of Best Law Firms for individual and union employment.
Bob Gorsky, Robert Lyon, Mark Gilbert, David Watsky, and Bill Baab have
again been named as Texas Super Lawyers by their peers, as published
in Texas Monthly Magazine.
Zach Horn has been named a Texas Rising Star by his peers as Published
in Texas Monthly magazine.
No consultation fee for DPA members and their families.
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WHETHER YOU ARE
UPSIZING, DOWNSIZING OR
RIGHTSIZING, NOW IS THE
TIME TO GET STARTED.
CONTACT CAROL RICHTSMEIER TODAY
Call Carol Richtsmeier, the
Home Diva, wife of retired
officer Joe Richtsmeier 4430
at 469-693-1216

FIRST RESPONDERS
FIRST CHOICE
IN REAL ESTATE
Amazing discounts for first
responders & family members
across North Texas!

CAROL RICHTSMEIER | EBBY HALLIDAY REALTORS

469-693-1216
Carol@AskTheHomeDiva.com | 1415 Legacy Drive, Ste. 100, Frisco, TX 75034
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People
Our Deepest Sympathy

The family of Retired Senior Corporal
Frederick H. Smith #3177. Senior Corporal
Frederick H. Smith retired October 15, 1991
with 20 years of service.

The family of Ms. Clara Mathews, grandmother
of Senior Corporal Arthur Mathews (South
Central).

T h a n k Yo u

The family of Retired Corporal Felix G.
Woodrow, Jr., #1461.
Corporal Felix G.
Woodrow, Jr., retired August 17, 1982 with 24
years of service.
The family of Retired Senior Corporal Daniel
L. Johnson #3194. Senior Corporal Daniel
L. Johnson retired July 2002, with 30 years
of service. He is the father of Retired Police
Corporal Wesley Johnson, grandfather of Senior
Corporal Valerie Delgado (Northeast), and
grandfather-in-law Police Officer Juan Delgado
(Northeast).
The family of Mrs. Dorothy Rose Lowe, mother
of Sergeant Michael Bables (Academy).
The family of Retired Sergeant Johnnie Lee
Sullivan #2650. Sergeant Johnnie Lee Sullivan
retired March of 1999 with 30 years of service.
The family of Mr. W.C. Edwards, step-father of
Senior Corporal Reggie Woods (Fugitive).
The family of Mr. Michael Hans Dreher,
father of Senior Corporal Christine Bush
(Communications).
The family of Retired Sergeant Thomas E.
Williams. Sergeant Thomas E. Williams retired
June of 1990 with 29 years of service.
The family of Ms. Angela Garcia Leija,
grandmother of Senior Corporal Melinda
Gutierrez (Public Information).
The family of Ms. Verneta Cunningham, mother
of Senior Corporal Ray Cunningham (South
Central).
The family of Mr. Roy B. Rodriguez, uncle of
Major Irene Alanis (Personnel).
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Thank you from the bottom of my heartfrom the time my father was diagnosed until
the time he passed, I appreciate every card,
call, message and flowers sent to both my
home and the services. Thanks to the many
who attended the visitation, funeral mass or
both. I am truly blessed to be a part of our
Dallas Police Association Family!
Please hug your loved ones….tomorrow isn’t
promised!
SC Christine Dreher-Bush, #7557
DPA & DPA Spouses,
Thank you so much for sending the beautiful
flowers. It is so comforting to know I have the
support of my blue family during this time.
Sincerely,
The Family Of Nanci Lee Siatka
Alyson
Dallas Police Association,
With Special Thanks to all of you –
For everything you’ve done….
For being the special people that you are…
Thank you so very much.
Thank you for being apart of my life, especially
for my retirement & badge
William (Bill) Martinez
Retired #6970

Birth Announcement

Elianna Grace was born to parents Police
Officer Daniel Ponce and wife, Suraiya
October 12, 2019, 6lbs, 9 oz. and 20.5 inches

Call Rick 214-498-4674
“I’ll put money back in your pocket at closing.”

Have a birth to announce in The Shield? Email info@dallaspa.org for a submission form.
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Community Support
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Board Meetings
December 10, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.
General Meeting
November 12, 2019 - 11:00 a.m.

Extra Dues Sch ed u le
June – Half Month
Stephen S. Comstra # 8429
June – Half Month
Horacio Quiroz, Jr. #8478

UPCOMING EVENTS

A d u l t C h r i s t m a s Pa r t y, Tu e s d a y D e c e m b e r 1 0 t h

BAC K T H E B LU E
DALLAS

POLICE

A S S O C I AT I O N

Kenny’s Cleaners
Fine Dry Cleaning – Environment Friendly

**Police Discount**
Uniform Sets $4.00
Dry
Cleaning $4.00
*Includes Family Members Clothing
*Excludes Leather & Formal Wear

Laundered Shirts $1.50
Kenny Barron
(214) 219-7337
2610 Oak Lawn Avenue
Dallas, TX 75219
kennycleaners@yahoo.com
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Second Vice President
Holiday Spirit
By: Demarcus Turner
Terrible shifts, worse days
off, never getting actual
holidays off, heck, can barely
get a weekend off. These are the stories of
our lives when working in this profession. As
we get closer to the holidays whether you
celebrate them or not, it’s always great to
remember these are moments that bring
people together in every manner in which they
were created. This is a time for family, friends
and fellowship. A time for remembrance and
a time to be thankful just to be able to be in
that moment. Although some of us will be at
work during the actual days of the holiday, I
encourage you to take the time to enjoy your
fellow coworker and express the appreciation
we all have to be able to wake up each day
and breathe the air that our creator blessed
us with. Think about it. We all could stand
to hear a little more appreciation from those
that we serve. How good would it be to hear
appreciation from that person in detail or the
person you ride with, go to war with, even end
up answering 15 calls with because it seems
like you 2 are the only ones at work that day?
How good would it feel just to hear them
sincerely tell you, “hey brother or hey sister,
I appreciate you for what you swore to do in
helping me protect this city and the people
that live in it.”
We all feel that there is something better we
could be doing on a holiday spent at work, but
I challenge you all to think about those people
who are entrusting us to protect them so that
they can have a safe and joyous holiday. When
you arrive on a call or patrol the streets and
see the kids playing outside on Thanksgiving,
know your presence is allowing them the
freedom to live their best life. On Christmas,
when you see those kids playing with their new
toys or riding their bikes outside, again, know
your sacrifice allows those kids the freedom to
have those moments of joy.
Stay blessed throughout these times and most
of all stay safe. From me to you, I pray we all
have Happy Holidays.
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WIN A 2020 CAMARO SS CONVERTIBLE!

This is your ticket for a chance to win a new 2020 Chevrolet Camaro SS Convertible. This beautiful,
solid black perfomance machine features the SS package and a black leather interior. The
6.2L LT1 V-8 produces a staggering 455 HP and 455 ft. lbs. of torque. Shifting is effortless with a
10-speed automatic transmission and paddle shifters. Also included: dual-mode performance
exhaust, red brake calipers and Premium Infotainment System with Navigation. Ticket purchase
supports local One Community programs.

Ticket price: $100/Drawing on Feb. 14, 2020

GET YOUR TICKETS NOW AT WWW.ONECOMMUNITYUSA.ORG!

One Community, 5949 Sherry Lane, Suite 1635, Dallas Texas 75225. Ticket Price: $100.00. Draw Date: February 14, 2020. Taxes Title and License are the
responsibility of the prize winner. Winner will be notified by use of contact information provided at time of purchase. Winner must claim prize within 10
days of notification. If prize is not claimed within 10 days, or winner refuses the prize, subsequent draws will take place until a notified winner accepts the
prize. Email addresses provided may be used by One Community to contact Participants. Email addresses will not be sold or otherwise shared. Thank
you for supporting One Community.
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(Signupgenius link located on fb invite or not on fb email us at Dpasboard@gmail.com)
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BIRTH ANNOUNCEMENT
Congratulations on the birth of your child! We are pleased to
announce the birth of your child in the next issue of The Shield.
Please complete the following information and, if available, include a photo of your new
bundle of joy. We will scan the photo and return to you as soon as possible.
Member’s Name: ________________________________________ Badge: ___________
Current Assignment: __________________________________________
Spouse’s name: _______________________________________________
Baby’s Full Name: ____________________________________________________________
Date of Birth: ___________________________ Baby’s Weight/Length: _______________
Baby’s Brothers/Sisters (if any):
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Age
Relationship
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Age
Relationship
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Age
Relationship

Relative’s that are police officers?
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Rank
Assignment
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Rank
Assignment
__________________________________________________________________________________________
Name
Rank
Assignment

*** Information can be emailed to vwhite@dallaspa.org ***
(Attached photos should be sent in .jpeg or .PDF formats)
Last Revised 3/26/2018
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DPA’s Assist the Officer Foundation

26th Annual Cops’ Cop Awards Banquet
Saturday, January 18, 2020
Westin Galleria, 13340 Dallas Pkwy, Dallas, TX

5:30pm-midnight
Dinner & Drinks
Silent Auction
Casino Night
Live Music
& Dancing

Tickets on Sale Dec. 1, 2019
DPA Members $75 each*
All Others $100 each

Room Block Available Now! $146 per Night! Reserve by December 18, 2019
Reserve Online at https://bit.ly/2BEjqnx or by calling 888-627-8536
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Happy Ha
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alloween
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DALLAS POLICE ASSOCIATION
BENEFICIARY DESIGNATION
NAME: __________________________________________________ BADGE ___________
ADDRESS: ________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________
I, _______________________________________ make the following beneficiary designations
as it pertains to the death benefits as described in the Dallas Police Association Constitution,
Article III.
PRIMARY BENEFICIARY (IES):

________________________________ _________ _______________________
Print Full name

Percentage

Relationship

__________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________ _________ _______________________
Print Full name

Percentage

Relationship

__________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________ _________ _______________________
Print Full name

Percentage

Relationship

__________________________________________________________________
Address

Note: Percentages must equal 100%

CONTINGENT BENEFICIARY (IES):

________________________________ _________ _______________________
Print Full name

Percentage

Relationship

__________________________________________________________________
Address

________________________________ _________ _______________________
Print Full name

Percentage

Relationship

__________________________________________________________________
Address

I understand the Dallas Police Association will disburse the death benefits as described in the Dallas
Police Association Constitution, Article III to the beneficiary (ies) as listed above while I am an active
member of the Dallas Police Association as described in the Dallas Police Association Constitution. I
further understand I am responsible for submitting a new Beneficiary Designation Form when there is a
change in my beneficiary designations.

__________________________________________________ ______________
Signature of Member

Date Signed

This form can be mailed to the Dallas Police Association, 1412 Griffin Street E, Dallas, TX 75215; emailed to:
info@dallaspa.org or delivered to the Dallas Police Association offices.
Last Revised 3/11/2013

28 The Shield October/November 2019

2019 600+HP SUPERCHARGED
MUSTANG GT FASTBACK
1 for $25.00
or
5 for $100.00

ONLY 8,000 WILL BE SOLD
DRAWING DATE April 11,2020
At the 1st Annual Ride of Honor
Texas Motor Speedway
Proceeds will send cycling members
to the 2020 Police Unity Tour
and help fund the
The Dallas Police Museum

Winner does not need to be present to win
BUY ONLINE
ANYTIME

WWW.DPDCYCLE.COM
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Third Vice President
Think Before You Post
By: Jaime Castro
I hope this article finds
everyone safe.
To say
that times are tough is an
understatement. I'm proud
of how everyone has held the line during
these trying times. Once again it shows that
the Dallas Police Department is the cream of
the crop. We are far from perfect. We have
our challenges, but what department doesn't?
Therefore, I decided to write a friendly
reminder regarding social media. I completely
understand the number one defense to that
which is our right to free speech. But having
said that we cannot forget the dangers and
consequences of when we choose to use social
media. We live in a society where no matter
what you choose to post, even if it has nothing
to do with work, some will automatically link
the police department to you. Make no mistake
we work for the silent majority. This silent
majority are the individuals who supported
our pay raises. They are the ones who silently
reach out to the powers that be on our behalf.
They stood with us these last couple of
months that have been a true challenge to our
department. Don't ever underestimate that
impact that your post can have on others. Let's
remember that our post can ruin a reputation
and trust that we have worked so hard to
build. I remind you that whatever you post on
social media is immediately public information
regardless of your privacy settings. Posts are
shared with the department and media. Make
no mistake about it!!!! Using a fake profile
name doesn’t hide who you are! I urge you to
really think about what you post. If you have
to think about it don't do it! Don't share posts
that can be offensive and degrading to anyone.
Please don’t be an example as to why we need
to make these changes. I'd hate to see that.
Take care of each other..talk to each other. If
you see a friend post something questionable
be civil and call them, explain to them you’re
just looking out for them. Everyone please stay
safe.
Take care of each other!

Happy Thanksgiving

TRUSTED TO FUND
HOME LOANS FOR

1 300
,

OFFICERS
IN THE PAST

20 YEARS
KEVIN B. KING

Residential Mortgage Loan Officer
DPD #5738-Ret.
214.549.8839
kevin@myjpmortgage.com
@kevinbkingmortgage
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NMLS# 195846
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We celebrate our Hometown Heros and want to thank our dedicated
teachers, police officers, firefighters and military personnel for your
efforts and service in our communities and around the world.
*Texas Hero Program
*HIgher Down Payment & Closing Cost Assistance
*Commision Reduction for Multiple Transactions
*Pre Qualifying is the First Step to Smooth Transitions
*”Let’s Break Detail”
*Supporting ATO

Danny W. Robinson
Realtor
Cell: 469-623-8090
Email: dwrobin@kw.com
Web: dwrobin.kw.com

October/November 2019 The Shield 33

Business
DALLAS POLICE ASSOCIATION
FRATERNAL ORDER OF POLICE LODGE 716
MINUTES, BOARD OF DIRECTORS
October 2019
The Board of Directors, Dallas Police
Association, FOP Lodge 716, met at the offices
of the Dallas Police Association (referred to as
“DPA”), 1412 Griffin Street East, Dallas, Texas
75215 on October 8, 2019 at 11:07 a.m.. The
meeting was called to order by the President,
Michael Mata.
The following proxies were received: Gordon
to Winkler; Belew to Castro; Taylor to Janse;
Herrera to Meno; Myers to Castro; Stolarzyk to
Andujar.
Minutes of the meeting.
•Pease gave the invocation.
•The minutes of the September 10, 2019
Board Meeting was presented to the board for
approval.
***MOTION*** by Peeler seconded by Taylor
to accept the minutes as presented. Motion
passes, no opposition.
•Castro presented Kristen Greene with the
October 2019 Cops' Cop Award.
•The Dallas Association of Young Lawyers
presented a check for $22,000+ to the Assist
the Officer Foundation from the 19th Annual
Freedom Run.
•Mata briefily discussed the Amber Guyger
trial thanking the DPA attorneys who were
involved in the criminal trial. Attorney Robert
Rogers detailed to the Board the duties and
responsibilities of a DPD supervisory officer and
the duties of the DPA President at any police
involved shooting incident according to Dallas
Police Department General Orders.
•Castro outlined the positions open on the
Board of Directors for the 2019 DPA General
Elections. The position occupied by J. Courson
will be open for a candidate to fill the
unexpired term for 1 year representing South
Central Division. The other positions open are
attached as an addendum to these minutes.
•Mata discussed the DPD Chief's meeting
and the presentation of a 5 year plan. Mata
stated the main points are as follows: CALEA
certification; Increased technology training on
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the RMS system; some civilianization of the
DPD in the Traffic Section; development of an
officer wellness plan. Discussion and questions
by the Board.
•Upcoming events: Trunk or Treat, October
18, DPA building; Spouses Ornament Exchange,
November 17; Christmas Party, December 7.
The Board Meeting was adjourned at 12:10
p.m., October 8, 2019.
The minutes of the Dallas Police Association
were duly recorded on October 8, 2019.
Original Signed
E. J. Brown
Recording Secretary

Stress, anxiety and depression
don’t have to control your
life! Take advantge of ATO’s
confidential counseling program
designed exclusively to meet the
specific needs of police officers
				
and their families.
Dottie Claggett		
Rockwall
972.755.9683
Marjorie Nichols
Carrollton
972.416.5044
Melissa McLemore
3 Locations
214.293.9185
Meier Clinic		
Richardson
972.437.4698
Steve Bell		
Dallas		
972.755.9683
Note: This program is limited to active and reserve officers of the
Dallas Police Department and their immediate families.

www.atodallas.org

Have something you’d like to see in The Shield? Contact DPA at 214.747.6839 or info@
dallaspa.org for more information on being a guest contributor.
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Please contact Hardy Tadlock to receive special pricing
Call: 972.241.6655
Email: htadlock@vtaig.com

